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SUBJECT: LABOR/POLITICAL CRISIS - SITUATION REPORT 1000 - 
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1. WITH NO DEMONSTRATIONS PLANNED FOR TODAY AND WITH 
THE RETURN OF ELECTRICAL SERVICE THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY, 

THE TENSION PREVIOUSLY EVIDENT IN THE COUNTRY HAS EASED 
SOMEWHAT. CONTINUING SHORTAGES OF GASOLINE AT SERVICE 
STATIONS HAVE AFFECTED THE OPERATION OF MANY BUSINESSES 

AND FACTORIES AND ALSO TRANSPORTATION BY PRIVATE CARS AND TAXIS. 
TRANSPORTATION PROBLEMS AND THE WATER SHORTAGES CAUSED BY 
THE ELECTRICAL POWER FAILURES HAVE CAUSED MANY SCHOOLS 
TO CLOSE AND HAS FORCED THE POSTPONEMENT OF THE 
COMMON ENTRANCE EXAMINATION SCHEDULED FOR MARCH 21. 

2. FEDERATION CHEMICALS CLOSED DOWN MOST OF ITS OPERATION 
MARCH 19 BECAUSE OF DISRUPTIONS IN THE SUPPLY OF ELECTRICITY 
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THE NESTLE FACTORY, WHICH HAD EARLIER EXPERIENCED TROUBLE 
DUE TO FUEL SHORTAGES, HAS ALOS SHUT DOWN ITS PLANTS DUE 
TO ELECTRICITY AND WATER PROBLEMS. 

3. ABOUT 500 PERSONS ATTENDED AN INCIDENT-FREE UNITED 
LABOUR FRONT RALLY AT WOODFORD SQUARE TO HEAR SPEECHES 
BY ALL TRINIDAD PRESIDENT BASDEO PANDAY AND TRANSPORT AND 
INDUSTRIAL WORKERS UNION PRESIDENT JOE YOUNG. AFTER THE 
MEETING YOUNG WAS ARRESTED BY THE POLICE ON THE SAME 
"PARTICIPATING IN AN ILLEGAL MARCH" CHARGE ON WHICH THE 
OTHER ULF LEADERS WERE ARRESTED ON MARCH 18. RAFFIQUE 
SHAH, THE ONLY ULF LEADER WHO HAS SO FAR ESCAPED ARREST, 

IS STILL AT LARGE. 

4. OPPOSITION LEADER ROY RICHARDSON HAS JOINED OTHER 
POLITICAL LEADERS AND EDITORIAL WRITERS IN CALLING ON PRIM 
MINISTER WILLIAMS AND THE GOVERNMENT TO SPEAK OUT ON THE 
CURRENT SITUATION. ASIDE FROM STATEMENTS ISSUED BY THE 
POLICE, HOWEVER, NO GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL HAS YET INDICATED 
WHAT THE GOVERNMENT'S POLICY IS. 
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